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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Legislative Update
On Wednesday, June 10, the Ohio Senate passed legislation aimed at relieving several
challenges school districts are facing as they plan for reopening schools for the 2020-21
school year. In order to expedite the legislative process, House Bill 164, which was
pending in the Senate Education Committee, was amended to include a number of
Coronavirus-related provisions. Many of the provisions contained in Senate Bill (SB) 319
were added to HB 164 before it was approved unanimously by the full Senate. The
House followed suit on Thursday, June 11, by concurring with the Senate’s
amendments to HB 164.
Thanks to the grassroots efforts of BASA members, many of the items we had requested
on behalf of districts made their way into HB 164. Following are the new provisions in
the bill that were not reflected in SB 319 but are included in HB 164:
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

Provides local flexibility in determining promotion to fourth grade for the 2020-21
school year, rather than the mandates under the Third-Grade Reading Guarantee
statutes;
Grandfathers current preschool special education teachers who do not qualify
under the new special education preschool administrative rules;
Permits districts that do not currently operate a blended learning model to adopt
a “remote learning plan” by July 31, 2020, that will constitute compliance with
minimum hours requirements provided specified items in the bill are included in a
district’s plan;
Allows districts temporary authority for the 2020-21 school year to assign
teachers to teach courses and grade levels for which they do not hold the subject
area or grade band license provided certain conditions are met;
Adds school psychologists to the list of providers eligible to serve special
education students electronically for the 2020-21 school year;
Provides a payment to certain school districts to ensure a district’s net funding
loss was not greater than 6% when considering the governor’s fiscal year 2020
reductions and CARES Act allocations.
Provides payment to certain districts that experienced decreases in their public
utility tangible personal property (PUTPP) value or had state aid deductions due
to PUTPP increases (SB 313).
Extends the moratorium on the requirement to install storm shelters to Nov. 30,
2022 (SB 248).
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Additionally, key provisions of SB 319 were included in HB 164, including:
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Permitting high school students to use final course grades in lieu of the
corresponding end-of-course exam if that exam was not administered in the
2019-20 school year;
Modifying teacher and principal evaluations for the 2019-20 and 2020-21 school
years;
Maintaining the Third-Grade Reading Guarantee cut score for the 2020-21 school
year at the level set for the 2019-20 school year;
Temporarily removing required qualifications for teachers who are assigned to
provide intense remediation reading assistance in the 2020-21 school year;
Exempting districts from the requirement to implement reading and
improvement monitoring plans for the 2020-21 school year based on test results
from the 2019-20 school year;
Permitting certain state-licensed individuals to provide services electronically to
students with disabilities through the 2020-21 school year;
Requiring the Ohio Department of Education to develop on online training
program to satisfy the classroom portion of pre-service and annual in-service
training for school bus driver certification for the 2020-21 school year only.

The temporary furlough authority included in SB 319 was not included in HB 164.
The bill now awaits Governor DeWine’s signature. At this time, there is no
communication from the Governor’s office on when that signing might take place.
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PARTNER RESOURCES
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Remote Leading for Remote Learning
Coming together for Ohio's Students during the COVID-19 Crisis
In partnership with Actionable Leaders and BASA, these educator-led Zoom conferences are now
being supported by the Remote Learning Alliance, a partnership of the ESC of Central Ohio,
Montgomery County ESC, and other education-focused organizations committed to helping make the
transition to remote learning as easy and robust as possible for Ohio school leaders, teachers, and
support personnel. To learn more, please see here: Remote Learning Alliance Overview.

The password to ALL Meetings: COVID19
Updated 6/15/2020

MONDAY, JUNE 8
EL Leadership

10:00 AM

NO MEETING

Secondary Math Teachers

11:00 AM

NO MEETING

Special Education Leaders/Teachers

2:00 PM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81576412971

TUESDAY, JUNE 9
School Counselors - High School

9:00 AM

NO MEETING

School Counselors - Middle School

9:45 AM

NO MEETING

School Counselors - Elementary

10:30 AM

NO MEETING

PE/Health

11:00 AM

NO MEETING

Secondary English Teachers

2:00 PM

NO MEETING

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10
Tech Directors/Instructional Coaches

9:00 AM

NO MEETING

Superintendents

11:00 AM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85466935682
CHECK EMAIL FOR PASSWORD

Tech Prep/Career Education

2:00 PM

NO MEETING

THURSDAY, JUNE 11
Communications

9:00 AM

NO MEETING
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Social Workers

10.00 AM

NO MEETING

Gifted Education

10:00 AM

NO MEETING

Arts and Fine Arts

11:00 AM

NO MEETING

Central Office Leaders

11:00 AM

NO MEETING

Music

12:00 PM

NO MEETING

Social Studies

1:00 PM

NO MEETING

Kindergarten

1:00 PM

NO MEETING

FRIDAY, JUNE 12
Science

11:00 AM

NO MEETING

Foreign Language

12:00 PM

NO MEETING

Elementary Principals

1:00 PM

NO MEETING

Secondary Principals

2:00 PM

NO MEETING
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BASA Zoom Regional Meetings
BASA Members: Please join us for regional meetings held on Zoom for the
latest updates on school reopening.

Regional Meetings

(the password for all sessions will be COVID19)

June 23, 2020
June 25, 2020

9:00 a.m. -10:15 a.m.
9:00 a.m. -10:15 a.m.

Join Meeting
Join Meeting

Agenda
• Legislative and Legal Updates will be provided along with
time for questions and answers from Dr. Kevin Miller and
Nicole Donovsky.
• Send specific questions by Friday, June 21 to Cynthia Walker
at walker@basa-basa-ohio.org to be included in the meeting.
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Implementing a Mobile Health Screening Plan
Join us for a webinar with Clay Burnett, FinalForms CEO, to discuss implementing a
mobile health screening plan on June 18, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.
On-site health screenings help prevent exposure to illness and may be required by
federal, state, or local guidelines. Did you know that a BASA partner, FinalForms,
provides mobile health screening tools that allow your authorized staffers to conduct
quick screenings students and other staffers as they enter a building, facility, or sports
training session.
Mobile health screening helps you:
•
•
•
•

Keep your staff and students safe.
Create a statistical record
Make evidence-based decisions concerning reopening
Provide proof when communicating with families and stakeholders"

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/5462279056?pwd=enptU0NVeHRYV2dlU1FENmRvbUwydz09
Meeting ID: 546 227 9056
Password: COVID19

OFT Community Learning Center Summit
On June 24th at 10 a.m., there will be a 1-hour Community Learning Center 101
webinar. This is optional and will be an opportunity for those of you and your team
members who are less familiar with the CLC model to get caught up to speed on the
concept.
On June 25th from 10 a.m. -1 p.m., we'll be hosting an interactive, Team-based CLC
summit. During our time together we will cover:
•
•

•

A review of CLC 101 and the phases of CLC development
Team breakouts on communications, the challenges and opportunities of this
moment, assessing your current phase of development/exploration and
determining next steps
Peer-to-peering sharing with another district delegation

Our official program will be followed from 1p.m. -2 p.m. by an optional 1-hr 'Open
Space', where participants will have the opportunity to propose and lead breakout
conversations on resonant topics. For those of you eager to share and learn best
practices of Covid-19 crisis response --- this section is for you!
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As a reminder --- this is intended to be a team-based summit. You will get the most out of
this CLC summit if you bring a diverse ‘district delegation’ of 6-10 individuals composed
of teachers, administrators, board members, non-profit partners, social service
professionals, faith & community leaders, and parent advocates. Please take a moment
to register yourself and your team here.

OLAC Professional Development Resources
In the midst of a nation of unrest further impacted by COVID 19, OLAC (Ohio
Leadership Advisory Council) remains here for you with up to date professional
development resources to address your concerns. OLAC, a partner with BASA and ODE,
reminds you of the pertinent modules that we have available and instantly ready to go
as professional development resources during these challenging times. Your hours are
consumed with opening school-year details and unknowns; so, no need to reinvent the
professional development for your staff as it is all here for your use.
We would like to suggest beginning with “Culturally Responsive Practices”. The courses
are provided by the Office of Educator Effectiveness at the Ohio Department of
Education and can be found on our website at: https://ohioleadership.org.
Everything is already created for you so that you may begin to remind and provide your
faculty with the tools of addressing the challenges of this upcoming year.
What about the trauma that your students may have faced during the quarantine?
OLAC would suggest the “Trauma Informed Practice” module at:
https://ohioleadership.org/.
This module can be paired with the webinars “Understanding Trauma Parts 1 and 2” for
more information about how schools can support all students.
Our two most recent podcasts, “COVID-19 and Schools: The Early Days” and “Capacity
Building Through the Development of Professional Capital” have been popular
downloads. Please note that the OLAC modules, webinars and podcasts may be used
for recertification hours through your LPDC.
Additionally, OLAC and BASA, encourage you to complete the survey sent to you via
Cynthia Walker of BASA entitled “BASA-OLAC Survey of District COVID 19 Responses.”
Survey results will be used to help determine what further tools are needed to assist you
in your work.
Please contact Jim Gay (jimgay@basa-ohio.org) or Karel Oxley (Oxley@basa-ohio.org) if
you have any questions.
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PANDEMIC-EBT (P-EBT) PROGRAM
Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) Program
A new federally-funded program called Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) is now available to help
families afford healthy food for their children!
P-EBT is additional money for families to buy food due to COVID-19 related school
closures. Families with children who receive free or reduced-price school meals under
the National School Lunch Program will receive P-EBT funds.
• Ohio families will receive $5.70 per child for each day a school was closed due to
COVID-19.
• Children eligible for free and reduced-price meals as of March will receive a total
of $302.10.
• Children that became eligible for free and reduced-price meals in April will
receive $239.40.
Use P-EBT as well as grab-and-go meal sites to meet your children’s food needs.
You will receive P-EBT funds if your child(ren):
• Receive free or reduced-price meals under the National School Lunch Program
OR
• Attend a school where every student gets free meals
Most families that already participate in SNAP (food stamps) will have funds added to
the Ohio Direction Card they already have. Families that do not currently participate in
SNAP, as well as some families that do participate in SNAP, will receive one P-EBT card in
the mail for each eligible child. Cards are expected to arrive by mid-June.
The P-EBT Program will bring more than $254 million into Ohio’s economy, supporting
our grocery stores and farmers markets, local economies, and communities. An
estimated 850,000 children in grades K-12 across Ohio will receive these funds.
For additional information, visit: OhioPEBT.org or call: 1-866-244-0071
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