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BASA UPDATES 
 

Survey of COVID-19 Expenses 

 

Superintendents, 

The following e-Alert has been sent to district treasurers and is included here for your reference. 
Please work with your treasurer to have the survey completed by Thursday of this week so that 
we have the information we need to encourage the Controlling Board to appropriate more 
CARES Act funds to Ohio’s public schools. 

Thank you, 

The BASA Team  

To:      School board members, superintendents, treasurers, and other school business officials  
 
From:  Will Schwartz, OSBA — (614) 540-4000  
            Katie Johnson, OASBO — (614) 431-9116  
            Kevin Miller, BASA — (614) 846-4080   
 
Re:      Survey of COVID-19 expenses and CARES Act funding – Urgent Response Needed!  
  
Our organizations have created a survey of Coronavirus-related funding needs and expenses for 
school districts as the state continues to distribute remaining amounts of the Coronavirus Relief 
Fund (CRF) from the CARES Act. Public and private schools in July received $100 million from 
the CRF in per-pupil subsidies, and another $50 million from the CRF was allocated for 
the BroadbandOhio Connectivity Grants. Roughly $480 million remains in Ohio’s $4.5 billion 
share of the CRF, which must be spent by Dec. 30 or any unused amounts will be returned.  
 
The purpose of the survey is to illustrate the need for policymakers to provide additional aid to 
school districts from the CRF as expenses mount and the pandemic worsens. The survey is 
intended to be completed by treasurers, and it will help illustrate the urgent need for readily 
available aid to be distributed to K-12 education.  

Please access the survey here: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZHXTCNB  
 

It is critical that survey responses be submitted by Thursday, October 29. This is a short 
timeframe, but we must compile and analyze your feedback to provide crucial information on 
districts' needs for additional funding before the state considers additional CRF aid requests for 
the next Controlling Board meeting on Monday, Nov. 9.  
 
Please contact us with questions, and thank you for responding to this urgent request.  
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Free Virtual Teen Suicide Prevention Program 
November 20, 2020, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
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PARNTER UPDATES 

 
New Feature in World Book Early Learning 

World Book Early Learning, an early literacy digital resource, 
has added a new feature called Early Learning Basics. This 
feature helps support essential skills for PreK-Kindergarten 
students. Early Learning Basics includes four sections: 

 Fun with Words 
 Count and Play 
 Once Upon a Time 
 Welcome to Reading 

 
Fun with Words and Count and Play include tracing games to practice writing and letter 
and number recognition. In Once Upon a Time, students can listen to fairy tales and 
nursery rhymes, which are an important part of early literacy. And within Welcome to 
Reading, leveled books are available, and as early readers improve their literacy skills, 
can be read sequentially.  

To learn more, explore the World Book Early Learning class available in the Ages 3-5 
Digital Content Learning Pathway or K-5 Digital Content Learning Pathway and learn 
how to integrate this resource into your curriculum.  

 

Indoor Air Quality Assessment 

The Trane IAQ assessment is a fact-based, data-driven methodical analysis of a building's 
indoor air quality and its adherence to current ASHRAE and CDC recommendations.  
We are developing solutions that make the learning environment safer. For or 
information please visit our website for a free analysis. www.Trane.com/IAQ 

 

Legislator Lookup 

On Friday, OASBO and BASA partnered for the Advocacy "Brown Bag" Lunch Series: 
Session 1: Contacting & Developing Relationships with Legislators. A link was provided 
where you can look up your legislator, and it is available here as well! 
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RemotEDx:  Supporting Schools with Professional Learning, Remote Tools 
and Platforms, and Help with Home Connectivity 

 

Are your educators looking for job-embedded professional learning? Do you have 
parents or educators looking for high-quality remote education tools and platforms? Do 
you have students who are struggling to get connected to home internet for remote 
learning? Then you need to know about RemotEDx. 

 

RemotEDx is a new $15 million suite of remote education supports for schools funded 
by the Ohio Department of Education CARES Act state activity funds. There are three 
main components of RetmotEDx: the Support Squad, the Exchange, and the 
Connectivity Champions. The RemotEDx Support Squad will focus on job-embedded 
professional learning to assist in delivering transformative teach and learning 
opportunities. It is powered by Ohio’s Educational Service Centers. 

 

The RemotEDx Exchange is the central platform for parents and educators to access all 
the supports, services, and resources available through RemotEDx. Powered by 
INFOhio, the Exchange showcases high-quality remote education tools and platforms, 
standards-aligned instructional materials and curricula, use-case scenarios and 
exemplars, and professional learning supports for remote, hybrid and blended learning 
environments. Through the Exchange, parents and educators have easy access to 
assistance from the Connectivity Champions and services offered by Ohio’s Educational 
Service Centers. Resources included on the Exchange will meet a set of quality criteria 
and will be available to schools and districts at little to no cost. In preparation for its 
launch in the next few weeks, the Exchange is undergoing enhancements and 
additional resources thanks to user feedback and input. 

 

Available at no cost to Ohio’s families and schools are the RemotEDx Connectivity 
Champions, a product of the BroadbandOhio Connectivity Grant. Powered by the 
Management Council, nineteen Connectivity Champions are positioned as regional 
teams throughout Ohio to assist families and work alongside school districts to get 
students connected to home internet for remote learning. As the “boots-on-the-ground” 
assistance for schools and districts, Connectivity Champions help overcome internet 
connectivity and device barriers that limit remote, hybrid, and blended learning 
experiences for students. They are positioned to build relationships with school 
technology coordinators, understand their specific challenges, and link families to 
currently available or future local, state, and federal resources, where and when 
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appropriate. Families, school personnel, and community members can reach the 
Connectivity Champions by email: connectme@ohio-k12.help, by phone at 844-k12-
Ohio (844-512-6446) or through the RemotEdx Web Portal at https://www.ohio-
k12.help/remotedx/connectivity-champions/. 

 

For more information about Connectivity Champions, watch this introductory webinar 
at https://youtube.com/channel/UC6iGGQ5iGIKt8828OE5nngA. 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

          Remote Leading for Remote Learning 
Coming together for Ohio's Students during the COVID-19 Crisis 
 

In partnership with Actionable Leaders and BASA, these educator‐led Zoom conferences are now 
being supported by the Remote Learning Alliance, a partnership of the ESC of Central Ohio, 

Montgomery County ESC, and other education‐focused organizations committed to helping make the 
transition to remote learning as easy and robust as possible for Ohio school leaders, teachers, and 

support personnel. To learn more, please see here: Remote Learning Alliance Overview.  
The password to ALL Meetings: LEADERS  

Updated 10/23/2020 

 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 

EL Leadership   10:00 AM NO MEETING 

Gifted Directors/Coordinators  11:00 AM NO MEETING 

Secondary Math Teachers  3:45 PM https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82675412042  

Special Education Leaders/Teachers   3:45 PM NO MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27

School Counselors - High School  9:00 AM NO MEETING 

School Counselors - Middle School  9:45 AM NO MEETING 

School Counselors - Elementary   10:30 AM NO MEETING 

Social Studies 3:30 PM NO MEETING 

PE/Health 3:30 PM NO MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 

Tech Directors/Instructional Coaches  9:00 AM NO MEETING 

Superintendents  11:00 AM https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85466935682
CHECK EMAIL FOR PASSWORD

Tech Prep/Career Education 2:00 PM NO MEETING 

Gifted (GIS)  3:30PM NO MEETING 
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Science  3:45 PM NO MEETING 

World Languages  3:45 PM NO MEETING 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 

Communications 9:00 AM NO MEETING 

Social Workers  10.00 AM https://zoom.us/j/99777199125 

Central Office Leaders  2:00 PM NO MEETING 

Fine Arts/ Arts/Music 3:30 PM NO MEETING 

Secondary English Teachers 3:30 PM NO MEETING 

Kindergarten  4:00 PM NO MEETING 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 

Secondary Principals  9:30 AM NO MEETING 

Elementary Principal  10:30 AM NO MEETING 
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Webinar Series: 18th Annual Top Gun Construction Claims Seminar 

Bricker & Eckler is proud to present its 18th annual “Top Gun Construction Claims 
Seminar.” Starting October 1 and concluding November 19, this free series of eight 
webinars will cover important construction concepts, key contract language, best 
practices for project documentation, the risks of unforeseen site conditions, delays and 
lost productivity claims, and the design professional's standard of care; strategies to 
address damage and claims; tools to analyze, prepare for, and defend against claims for 
additional compensation or damages; and options to manage and resolve construction 
claims efficiently webinar. 
Register here! 

 

Ohio’s Free Trauma-Informed Schools Conference! 

Plan to attend Ohio’s Trauma Informed Schools Conference hosted by the Ohio 
Department of Education! This free event will be held virtually on November 7, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. and a recording of the event will be available for one week after 
the conference for registered participants.  

Ohio’s Trauma-informed Schools Conference offers an opportunity to better understand 
the impact of trauma and how to apply trauma-informed practices at the district, 
building and classroom levels to best support the whole child. Virtual sessions will be led 
by educators, school support staff, practitioners and community partners and will 
provide tools and resources to implement trauma-informed practices in schools and 
classrooms.  

Free continuing education credits will be available for educators, mental health 
providers and school nurses. More information can be found on the Trauma-informed 
Schools Conference webpage.  

Participants can register before November 7. More information about the event are 
available on the Department’s Trauma-Informed Schools Conference webpage.   
  
Contact WholeChild@education.ohio.gov or (614) 466-2945 with questions. 

 

The Labor Landscape – Preparing for Successful Negotiations 

In light of COVID-19 and related matters, the labor landscape has some new terrain. 
Bricker attorneys Diana Brown and Beverly Meyer offer some tips and insights for 
negotiating in these uncertain times.  
Date: November 18, 2020 
Time: 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM (EST) 
Cost Per Attendee: FREE 
Register! 
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Advocacy Brown Bag Lunch Series 

“So, how do I do that?!?” . . . A question that members likely ask themselves when we ask 
for volunteers to testify or suggest that school leaders build relationships with their local 
legislators. With all the challenges school leaders face, developing and refining your 
advocacy skills is not something that is easy to accomplish on your own. That said, OASBO 
and BASA are partnering on an Advocacy Brown Bag Lunch Series to provide practical 
tips, resources and other information to assist in the development of your advocacy skills. 

The Advocacy Brown Bag Lunch Series is a free member benefit. The sessions are 
structured to be a discussion over the lunch hour. The first four sessions are scheduled as 
follows: 

 Ohio Legislation & Legislative Resources 
 Friday, October 30, 2020; 12:00-1:00 p.m. - Register 

 Quick Tips for Preparing Testimony 
 Friday, November 6, 2020; 12:00-1:00 p.m. - Register 

 Ohio Budget Cycle – Preparing for the Next Biennium Budget 
 Friday, November 13, 2020; 12:00-1:00 p.m. - Register 

 
It is very powerful to have a strong superintendent treasurer/CFO team when testifying 
and/or discussing issues with your local representatives, so we hope you and your 
superintendent can join us!  
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