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About Horace Mann

Founded in 1945, Horace Mann is the largest financial services company focused on 
providing America’s school teachers and employees with affordable auto, home and life 

insurance, as well as retirement solutions.



Our Mission

We make it easy for 
anyone to help a 
classroom in need, moving 
us closer to a nation where 
students in every 
community have the tools 
and experiences they 
need for a great 
education.

Our Agenda

1. Crowdfunding Best Practices

2. The DonorsChoose Story

3. Resources for District 
Administrators

4. Q+A



Crowdfunding Best 
Practices



Crowdfunding Best Practices

Financial 
accountability

Materials & 
supplies

Safety & 
privacy



Questions to Ask

Does the site meet all the best practice 
criteria?

Is the site focused on K-12 education?

Does it charge your district or teachers a fee?

Is the site run by a nonprofit organization?

Does the site connect teachers to donors from 
beyond their network and to funding from 
companies and foundations?



The DonorsChoose 
Story





How DonorsChoose Works

1
Teachers at verified 

schools request 
specific items.

2
We vet every single project 

that teachers post.

3
Donors and foundations 

contribute to these requests.

4
We order the 

items and ship 
them to the 

school.

5
We notify the 

school in advance 
of every 

shipment.



Resource 
description

Student 
experience 
description

Privacy



Transparent Project Details



DonorsChoose Alignment with Ohio 
State Auditor’s Guidelines

● Superintendent (and designees) can review all projects posted by teachers

● Fully compatible with district technology infrastructure

● Provides rationale for the fundraiser so treasurer can review

● Materials (not cash) provided directly to the school

● School district owns the donated materials

● District is provided with a list of all funded resources and activity record

● List of funded projects can be provided to School Board for approval

● Requires materials be used for stated educational purpose

● Protects confidential student information and requires permission slips for use of 

images



Impact to Date
Our current impact to date is always available at 
donorschoose.org/impact. 

Project funding

$1 billion
Projects funded

1.7 million

Students helped

40 million
Schools participating

85,000

Teachers with projects 
funded

610,000

Supporters

4.5 million



Impact in Ohio

Project funding

$17 million
Projects funded

33,000

Students helped

600,000
Schools participating

3,000

Teachers with projects 
funded

12,000

Supporters

100,000



75% of all funding comes from 
individuals who’ve never met 

the teacher they’re 
supporting



Horace Mann representatives around the country 
have brought the DonorsChoose story to the schools 
they serve.

Horace Mann and our representatives have donated 
more than $5.6 million since 2011. More than 45,000 
projects funded, impacting more than 1.6 million 
students.

Schools served by Horace Mann representatives 
have received more than $550 million in funding to 
date.

.

How Horace Mann Helps



Why we’re the leading 
crowdfunding site for K-12 
education
As the largest crowdfunding site dedicated to public 
schools, DonorsChoose meets a singularly high 
standard of transparency, accountability and 
security. We send materials—not cash—to teachers 
and we always keep principals in the loop.

Our dedication to efficacy and transparency has 
earned us the highest possible rating from Charity 
Navigator, America's largest independent charity 
evaluator for 14 consecutive years. This achievement 
is held by fewer than 1% of nonprofits.

https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=9284


Distance
Learning
Projects



Partners and donors give
Partners match citizen 
donations to projects, 
bringing them to life

Teachers create projects
Any teacher can create a 

project for distance 
learning resources, either 
to help their own ability to 

teach, or for their 
students’ learning

Students learn
When a project is 

funded, the teacher 
selects where materials 

are shipped

Distance Learning Projects



Any PreK-12 public school 
teacher can get verified to 
participate

Added reporting and 
visibility for districts

Mobilize citizen donors 
who want to give to 
specific areas

Fulfill urgent needs to 
keep kids learning



Resources for 
District 
Administrators
We stand ready to ensure districts are always aware of 
how their educators are using DonorsChoose.



Join leading districts across the nation, like 
Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis, Philadelphia, 
and many more (including Poland Local in 
Ohio) by taking advantage of all 
DonorsChoose offers your schools including:
● First notification of funding opportunities
● A custom landing page for your district
● Communications support
● All the district controls on the following 

slides

1 Join Our Free District 
Partnership Program

donorschoose.org/districtpartners





To see the impact of DonorsChoose in your 
schools, district leaders can sign up for a free 
impact report. 

They can also opt to receive regular reporting 
on all the projects posted and/or funded in your 
district, including line-item breakdowns of 
every material delivered. 

donorschoose.org/districtcontrols

Custom Reporting of
Your District’s Use of 
DonorsChoose 2



$ Dollars Received

# of Teachers Participating

# Schools Participating

% Funding From Out of 
State Donors

Data Included



Whenever any district teachers create a 
request for computers or tablets, we’ll remind 
them of your district's technology 
requirements.

We will display your district’s technology 
guidelines in the DonorsChoose project 
creation flow. 

3 Populate Your IT/Technology 
Guidelines in the 
DonorsChoose System

donorschoose.org/districtcontrols



Technology 
Guidelines



When a project request is posted, 
DonorsChoose can email school leaders, 
allowing them to reach out to teachers 
directly if revisions are needed with plenty of 
time to make changes before the project is 
seen by donors. Subscribe for updates at 
donorschoose.org/principals.

4 Principals Get Notified the 
Moment Any of Their 
Teachers Posts a Project 

donorschoose.org/districtcontrols

http://www.donorschoose.org/principals


Every district needs a policy to make sure your 
teachers are only using the crowdfunding 
platforms that are safe, accountable, and 
approved by the district. You can find a two-
part comprehensive model policy and other 
examples in a crowdfunding toolkit developed 
with AASA at aasacentral.org/crowdfunding-
toolkit. If utilizing Neola or OSBA policies, be 
sure to make a carve out for DonorsChoose.

5 Crowdfunding Policy and 
Guidance

donorschoose.org/districtcontrols

http://aasacentral.org/crowdfunding-toolkit/


Join leading districts across the nation, like 
Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis, Philadelphia, 
and many more (including Poland Local in 
Ohio) by taking advantage of all 
DonorsChoose offers your schools including:
● First notification of funding opportunities
● A custom landing page for your district
● Communications support
● All the district controls on the following 

slides

1 Join Our Free District 
Partnership Program

donorschoose.org/districtpartners



Questions?



Kirk Smiley
Managing Director
Advocacy and Public Partnerships
DonorsChoose
kirk@donorschoose.org
Twitter: @AKirkSmiley

Agency Consultant
Horace Mann
matt.kliewer@horacemann.com

Contact DonorsChoose

Contact Horace Mann

Matt Kliewer

mailto:kirk@donorschoose.org
mailto:matt.kliewer@horacemann.com


Appendix: 
Crowdfunding Best 
Practices (cont.)



Best Practice #1: Financial Accountability

Materials, not 
cash.

Transparency 
at every step.

Capturing 
impact.



Best Practice #2: Controls Over Materials & 
Supplies

School 
ownership of 

funded 
materials.

District 
visibility & 
reporting.



Best Practice #3: Safety and Privacy

Student 
protection.


