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Discovery Education Equity Talks in Collaboration with BASA
Thursday, March 4 | 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ET
Join the Buckeye Association of School Administrators (BASA) and Discovery Education
for a special Equity Talks webinar series for Ohio educators!
This exclusive series will feature the state’s top educational leaders as they discuss how
they are inspiring equity and excellence in their districts in light of the pandemic.
Moderated by Dr. Melvin Brown, superintendent of Reynoldsburg City School District,
each 45-minute session will highlight how Ohio school leaders can support culturally
responsive and social-emotional learning as they navigate the reopening of schools for
the 2020-21 school year. Click here to register!

State Budget Webinar
Our organizations are hosting a webinar on Friday, March 5 at 1:00 p.m. to provide an
overview of House Bill 110, the state’s two-year budget bill. We will discuss the bill’s
education provisions, answer questions from members, and explain what members can
expect from the budget process over the next few months. A recorded copy of the
webinar and a PowerPoint presentation will be distributed after the event.
Click here to register for the webinar!
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PARTNER UPDATES
INFOhio’s New Promotional Materials
Share the resources, tools, and high-quality instructional materials from INFOhio with
new promotional materials for a fun, easy way to share INFOhio with others!
Bookmarks
INFOhio’s new Elementary and Research bookmarks print four to a standard 8 1/2 x 11
page. The Elementary bookmark (black and white available here) highlights reading
resources including BookFlix, World Book Early Learning, and World Book Kids. The
Research bookmark (also available in black and white) includes World Book Student,
Science Reference Center, and Points of View Reference Center. Scan the QR code to go
to an alphabetical list of INFOhio’s resources.
Postcards
INFOhio added two new postcards to the document library—the Parent postcard and the
RemotEDx Curriculum Library postcard. Educators can share the Parent postcard with
caregivers to support parents and families with INFOhio resources from home. Share the
RemotEDx Curriculum Library postcard to help fellow educators find the RemotEDx
Curriculum Library, which contains EdReports, Educator Tools, Open Space, and
INFOhio’s PreK-12 Digital Library.
INFOhio By the Numbers
Check out the updated INFOhio By the Numbers to
learn how #INFOhioWorks for Ohio's students,
teachers, and families. Share the impact INFOhio has on
Ohio’s schools and learners with your legislators,
administrators, and fellow educators.
INFOhio Impact
Check out the latest release of The INFOhio Impact,
INFOhio’s bi-annual newsletter featuring real stories
from real users. Discover how school librarians and
educators use INFOhio's digital resources to impact
student learning.
Looking for more ways to share INFOhio with students,
parents, educators, and more? Many other promotional
materials are available on INFOhio’s website on the
Help Docs & Promotional Materials page. In addition to
bookmarks and postcards, you will also find flyers, posters, informational documents,
video tutorials, and more.
Have questions? INFOhio is always here to help. For questions, comments, and additional
support contact us at support.infohio.org.
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Support Home Internet for Students!
Last spring, more than 7,500 educators and others joined together to send a strong
message to federal policymakers: Students need internet access at home to continue

learning while school buildings are closed.
Unfortunately, Congress and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) did not
listen and now, one year later, millions of K–12 students remain unconnected! We
have an opportunity with a new presidential administration and Congress to make our
voices heard to support home internet access for students.
As you know, remote learning remains the reality for millions of children because of
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Yet, sadly, 16.9 million children remain logged out
from instruction because their families lack the home internet access necessary to
support online learning, a phenomenon known as the homework gap.
There are two ways the federal government can help close the homework gap and
provide home internet access to students:
President Biden and Congress can approve legislation to provide at least $7.6 billion
for the E-rate program.
The FCC can modernize the E-rate program and allow it to support remote learning
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Now, more than ever, we need your help to make our voices heard to support student
learning!
Policymakers have many priorities, and the homework gap has yet to receive direct
federal funding even though Congress has spent trillions of dollars in response to the
pandemic. So, it’s important for the president and Congress to know that closing the
homework gap is a priority for America.
Sign on to the current letter to President Biden, Congress, and the FCC to let them
know you support high-speed home internet access for students and educators!

Sign on today to support students!

We appreciate your support for students during these uncertain times!
For our children,
The Alliance for Excellent Education team
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Space Learning Lunchbox by COSI
Click here for more information!

Federal Government Makes Unexpected Announcement: States Must
Administer Statewide Assessments in 2020-2021 School Year
Katherine M. Caprez, Roetzel & Andress
Given the havoc that COVID-19 has wreaked on our educational system, should schools
be mandated to administer statewide summative assessments during the 2020-2021
school year?
Nationwide, state legislatures have invited testimony, debated possible policy fixes, and
passed legislation either removing or amending state laws related to the usual statewide
assessments. However, this week, the United States Department of Education
announced that it will not grant wide “blanket waivers” allowing the cancellation of
state tests.
The U.S. Dept of Education (“ED”) issued a public announcement late Monday night,
after the unexpected guidance was provided to chief state school officers in a letter. For
the 2020-2021 school year, ED will allow the following with respect to accountability,
public reporting, and assessment.
Accountability and School Identification
States are being explicitly invited to request a waiver of the accountability and school
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identification requirements established by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (ESEA) and affected by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Such waivers, if
granted, would:
•
•

Relieve states of their obligations to implement and report the results of their
state test score accountability systems;
Waive usual requirements that the Academic Achievement indicator be adjusted
to account for a participation rate below 95 percent;1

Remove certain state obligations related to school identification for improvement
purposes based on data from the 2020-2021 school year.
ED has expressed support for efforts at the state- and school district-wide level to
“reduce the stakes” of state tests for the 2020-2021 school year, “such as excluding their
use from students’ final grades and grade promotion decisions.”
Public Reporting
Federal requirements related to state and local report cards are will all be maintained
through the 2020-2021 school year as in pre-pandemic years, including the
requirements to report state testing data by student subgroup.
Any state receiving a waiver for the above accountability and school identification
requirements will, as a condition of receiving the waiver, agree to publicly report data
related to chronic absenteeism and student access to technology.
No other changes to transparency and public reporting requirements were announced
in the letter.

It should be noted that during its lame duck session in 2020, Ohio’s state legislature
disallowed the Ohio Department of Education (“ODE”) from publishing state report card
ratings via House Bill 409. Until more specific guidance is provided from the federal
government, it is unclear whether this provision of the already-enacted state law will be
allowed to stand.
Assessment Requirements
The key statement found within the Feb. 22 guidance is that, because the ED believes
that state assessments provide important data to schools and the public at large, the
Department is “not inviting blanket waivers of assessments.” While states will not widely
be permitted to cancel state tests outright, pandemic-responsive flexibility will be
allowed. States are encouraged to consider:
•
•
•

Administering shortened versions of assessments;
Offering tests remotely; and/or
“Extending the testing window to the greatest extent practicable.” Options for
extension include offering multiple testing windows, extending the testing
window into the summer and/or administering tests for 2020-2021 at the
beginning of the 2021-2022 school year.
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Another local note for Ohioans: ODE previously announced that there would be “no
option to remotely administer state tests” when it announced the extension of testing
windows earlier this month. There has been no word from state leaders yet as to the
impact of the federal announcement on remote administration policy or whether state
testing windows will be additionally expanded.
The Ohio Statehouse Response
All month, the Ohio House of Representatives has deliberated its own potential
movement on state testing mandates. The House Majority Caucus seemed to have
chosen its answer to the dilemma COVID-19 poses to state test administration: House
Bill 67.
If passed, HB 67 would require the Ohio Department of Education (“ODE”) to seek a
complete federal waiver of testing requirements. HB 67 has had three hearings in the
Ohio House Primary and Secondary Education Committee, including one which
stretched late into the evening on Tuesday, Feb. 23, just over 24 hours after the federal
government released its guidance.
HB 67 is jointly sponsored by the Committee’s Vice Chair, Rep. Adam C. Bird (R-New
Richmond) and Rep. Kyle Koehler (R-Springfield). The bill, which days ago seemed sure
to pass through the Committee intact, now has an uncertain fate.
1 Normally, federal law (ESSA) requires that each statewide accountability system “meaningfully
differentiate” schools using a 95 percent assessment participation rate benchmark as one of six evaluation
points.

Page | 9

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Leading for Learning
In partnership with Actionable Leaders and BASA, these educator-led Zoom conferences are now
being supported by the Remote Learning Alliance, a partnership of the ESC of Central Ohio, ESC of
Northeast Ohio, Hamilton County ESC, Montgomery County ESC, Midwest Regional ESC, and other
education-focused organizations committed to helping make navigation of the changing educational
landscape as easy and robust as possible for Ohio school leaders, teachers, and support personnel. To
learn more, please visit www.RemoteLearningAlliance.org.
Want to receive email reminders for these meetings? See here.

The password to ALL Meetings: LEADERS
Updated 2/26/2021

MONDAY, MARCH 1
Secondary Principal

9:30 AM

NO MEETING

Gifted Directors/Coordinators

11:00 AM

NO MEETING

Special Education Leaders/Teachers

3:45 PM

NO MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
School Counselors - High School

9:00 AM

NO MEETING

School Counselors - Middle School

9:45 AM

NO MEETING

School Counselors - Elementary

10:30 AM

NO MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3
Tech Directors/Instructional Coaches

9:00 AM

Superintendents

11:00 AM

NO MEETING

NO MEETING
CHECK EMAIL FOR PASSWORD

Tech Prep/Career Education

2:00 PM

NO MEETING

Math / Science

3:45 PM

NO MEETING

World Languages

3:45 PM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86466705038
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THURSDAY, MARCH 4
Communications

9:00 AM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83236239728

Social Workers

10.00 AM

NO MEETING

Exploratory Arts

3:30 PM

https://zoom.us/j/93359406105

Language Arts / Social Studies

3:30 PM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84042988189

FRIDAY, MARCH 5 – NO MEETINGS
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Special Education Legal Update
Walter | Haverfield LLP
Monday, March 15, 2021 | 9:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. - Case Law Update
10:30 - 11:00 a.m. - H.B. 436, New Alternative Assessment Form, Dyslexia Obligations
and More
11:00 - 11:30 a.m. - ESY/Compensatory Education Decisions, Planning for Next School
Year and Other Hot Topics
11:30 - 12:00 p.m. - Q&A
Register here!

Qualified Professional Development Opportunity - Food Allergy Education
Please know that, as we remain sensitive to the challenges you are facing during this
current school year, we also understand you may be looking to prepare for your
professional development during the 2021-22 school year. Therefore, we wanted to
bring you a partnership opportunity that encourages the safety of your students, faculty
and staff.
In January the “Allison Rose Act” was signed into law by Governor Mike DeWine. It
encourages school districts, community and STEM schools to create food allergy training
for staff members and students. This training will qualify as a professional development
activity for the renewal of educator licenses. In addition, it helps individuals identify and
respond to someone experiencing an allergic reaction. The “Allison Rose Act” also
requires the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) to compile an annual list of
organizations who offer free epinephrine auto-injectors to qualifying school districts.
I am connecting as the co-founder of the non-profit organization, the Allison Rose
Foundation (ARF), as well as Cuyahoga Heights Fire Department Fire Chief. ARF is a
501(c)3 dedicated to changing the lives of food allergy families through education,
awareness, research and advocacy. Along with a team of allergists, educators and
emergency responders, we have created a physician-driven, evidence-based food
allergy curriculum for school/college/university students, faculty and staff that’s been
mainstreamed in more than 60 Ohio school districts and colleges/universities. ARF
instructors include a team of local firefighters/paramedics and the curriculum is
presented at no cost.
As you may already know, 1 in 13 children in the U.S. have a food allergy. My daughter
Ally was one of them. Ally was a vibrant college student who was diagnosed with a
peanut allergy at a young age. Like many people, Ally's allergy persisted into adulthood.
Tragedy struck while she was a freshman in college, accidentally ingested something to
which she was allergic, and developed a severe, anaphylactic allergic reaction. Ally
passed away just a few days later.
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We turned this tragedy into purpose with the creation of ARF. Severe food allergies
continue to be misunderstood and education is crucial, especially as children transition
to various stages of independence. If proper food allergy education is put in place,
everyone will be properly informed and prepared to understand, recognize and
effectively support a severe food allergy, and manage a life-threatening reaction.
We strive to bring this food allergy education to your school so that no other family
experiences what we have. Attached is a copy of a letter reiterating this information, as
well as details, and an overview of our lesson. Please let me know if we can find a time
to talk more about ARF and bringing this lifesaving curriculum to your district.
Thank you for your time.
Michael Suhy, Founder
michael@allisonrosefoundation.org
www.allisonrosefoundation.org

State-of-the-Art Chilled Water System Design
When designed using today’s industry guidance, chilled water systems provide building
owners and operators with flexibility to meet first cost and efficiency objectives, simplify
maintenance and operation, and exceed energy code minimum requirements. Design
principles that right-size equipment and minimize system power draw are inherently
simpler to control, and lead to high efficiency and reduced utility costs.
Presented by Trane Engineers Susanna Hanson, Rick Heiden, Mick Schwedler and Justin
Wieman
CHOOSE YOUR EVENT DATE
March 10, 2021
11:00AM - 12:30PM EST
REGISTER

March 18, 2021
2:00PM - 3:30PM EST
REGISTER

Fees: No Cost
Earn: 1.0 PDH to fulfill GBCI, Professional Engineer (PE)*, or AIA credential requirements
*check your state requirements
After attending, you will be able to:
•
•
•
•

Understand and use the latest industry guidance for system design
Recognize the versatility coil selection and fluid control offer
Appreciate the importance of integrated controls on successful long-term system
operation
Apply future chiller plant designs to maximize efficiency and simplicity while
minimizing first cost
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