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BASA UPDATES 
BASA Two-Week Calendar at a Glance 

 
 
Week of September 20 
 

• September 19-21 NWOERC Conference, Potawatomi Inn 

 

• September 23 – Equity & Diversity Committee 

 

• September 24 – Exceptional Children’s Committee 

 

 
Week of September 27 
 

• September 28 – ODE Finance Committee 

 

• September 29 – Special Education Workshop, Bricker & Eckler 

 

• September 30 – New Superintendent Transition, Bricker & Eckler   
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Kids Voting Ohio Mock Elections 

 

Registration is now open for Mock Elections! 

The November election is quickly approaching and now is the time to get your schools 

involved in a mock election. Kids Voting Ohio has created a simple system that is free to 

educators and gives students a chance to learn the importance of voting as well civic 

involvement in an engaging and fun way. The Kids Voting Ohio Mock Election curriculum 

comes with all the materials necessary to build a successful mock election, including 

lesson plans and customizable ballots.  

For more information and to sign up visit www.KidsVotingOhio.org/Elections. 

Kids Voting Ohio is a free nonpartisan voter and civics education program for Ohio 

students grades 3-12. Kids Voting Ohio offers completely free programs to schools and 

educators including mock elections, social studies standards-aligned curriculum, student 

scholarships, teacher training sessions, opportunities for student events and experiences, 

educator and voter resources. 

For more information visit www.kidsvotingohio.org/welcome.  

 

 

Ohio Lottery Partners in Education Program 

 

The Ohio Lottery’s Partners in Education program honors teachers and students who 

are working hard throughout the state. Nominate your teachers and students today! To 

find out how to nominate a Teacher of the Month or Academic All Star click here. 

Recognizing great teachers and students is fun, fast and free! 

 
 
 

https://edb7784d-d944-4029-9f39-93c3eced0fc5.filesusr.com/ugd/a4c15c_d6e4835ffe874e8791d9f791910db1cf.pdf
http://www.kidsvotingohio.org/Elections
http://www.kidsvotingohio.org/welcome
http://list.em.ohio.gov/t/996949/36816240/5816/3/
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September is Attendance Awareness Month! 

 
 

September is Attendance Awareness Month! Celebrate with the Stay in the 

Game!  Network by participating in planned events and activities every week to 

celebrate attendance. Each week will highlight a different activity schools and districts 

can participate in to show support and encourage regular attendance. Use the 

hashtag #StayInTheGameOhio and tag @SITG_Network for each activity to show 

attendance matters and to be recognized by the Cleveland Browns, Columbus Crew or 

Ohio Department of Education!  

Attendance Awareness Month is a nationwide recognition of the connection between 

regular school attendance and academic achievement. This month recognizes the 

importance of mobilizing schools, families and community partners to 

promote regular attendance by developing tiered strategies and personalized 

interventions to reduce chronic absence. A student who misses as few as two days of 

school a month is considered chronically absent. Ohio’s chronic absenteeism rate for the 

2018-2019 school year was 16.7 percent — or approximately 260,000 students. Data 

show that chronically absent students in Ohio are 89 percent less likely to graduate on 

time from high school and 65 percent less likely to meet the Third Grade Reading 

Guarantee.  

The Stay in the Game! Network is excited to celebrate attendance with Ohio’s schools, 

districts, communities and families. Check out the Attendance Awareness Month poster 

for each week’s activity and be on the lookout for more information during the month 

of September!   

For more information and exclusive attendance resources, visit the Stay in the Game! 

Network website.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.formstack.com/uploads/2382445/42918575/846893454/42918575_attendance_awareness_month_2.pdf
https://www.clevelandbrowns.com/community/stayinthegame/
https://www.clevelandbrowns.com/community/stayinthegame/
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PARTNER UPDATES 

 

Ohio Federal Court Issues Preliminary Ruling Denying Challenge to 
District’s Mask Mandate 

 
BY CHRISTINE T. COSSLER AND SARA KATZ 

September 16, 2021  

With students returning to in-person learning under the continuing backdrop of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, mask mandates have become a contentious issue as lawsuits are 
being filed across the country, including locally. With Ohio’s state of emergency lifted in 
June 2021, and limited rulings from the courts on these issues, decisions related to 
masking have been left to local school districts as part of their local authority. 

On September 13, 2021, the Northern District of Ohio issued a preliminary ruling in P.M. 
v. Mayfield City School District Board of Education, denying a challenge to a mask 
mandate implemented by the Mayfield City School District Board of Education. This 
decision provides insight as to how similar lawsuits against mask mandates enacted in 
Ohio’s school districts could be handled. 
 
In the P.M., case, a student, P.M, through her parent, filed for a temporary restraining 
order (TRO) against Mayfield City School District Board of Education’s mask mandate, 
which was implemented this school year for all students, teachers, and faculty. The TRO 
sought by P.M. would effectively require the district to immediately drop the mask 
mandate. P.M. alleged various constitutional violations in connection with the district’s 
mask policy, and also argued  that the policy causes immediate and irreparable health 
risks to students, staff, and the community at large. 

https://www.walterhav.com/ohio-federal-court-issues-preliminary-ruling-denying-challenge-to-districts-mask-mandate/
https://www.walterhav.com/ohio-federal-court-issues-preliminary-ruling-denying-challenge-to-districts-mask-mandate/
https://www.walterhav.com/author/christine-t-cossler/
https://www.walterhav.com/author/skatzwalterhav-com/
https://www.walterhav.com/professional/christine-t-cossler/
https://www.walterhav.com/professional/sara-g-katz/
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The mask mandate aligned with recommendations from the Ohio Department of 
Education, Ohio Department of Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine. 

The court denied the TRO, finding that P.M failed as to all four parts of the TRO test: 1) 
whether the plaintiff has a strong likelihood of success on the merits of the case, 2) 
whether the plaintiff would suffer irreparable injury in the absence of the TRO, 3) 
whether the TRO would cause substantial harm to others and 4) whether the public 
interest would be served by the issuance of the TRO. Notably, the court held that to 
issue the TRO would potentially cause “substantial harm to the district’s students, 
teachers, and faculty through community spread of COVID-19, which could potentially 
cause serious illness and death.” Precluding the mask mandate would also pose an 
increased risk of quarantine and long-term disruption. 

The court also found that P.M was not likely to succeed on the merits of her 
constitutional claims because wearing a mask does not impede her from attending 
school or otherwise violate the 14th Amendment of the Constitution. 

Additionally, the court found that P.M. did not show any evidence of personal or 
imminent harm from the district’s mask policy, particularly given the policy’s exemption 
options. 

It is important to note that P.M.’s TRO request was an initial “emergency” phase of a 
larger lawsuit filed against the district regarding its mask mandate. Thus, while she lost 
the initial emergency request to ban the mask policy, her underlying challenge to the 
mask policy remains pending with the court. However, the court’s conclusion, as part of 
its rationale for denying the TRO request, that plaintiff did not show a substantial 
likelihood of success on the merits serves as an indication of how the case might 
ultimately be decided. It remains to be seen what impact this decision will have on other 
mask policy cases against Ohio’s school districts. 

Christine Cossler is a partner at Walter | Haverfield who focuses her practice 
on education law. She can be reached at ccossler@walterhav.com or at 216-928-2946. 
 
Sara G. Katz is an associate at Walter | Haverfield who focuses her practice on education 
law. She can be reached at skatz@walterhav.com or at 614.246.2274 

 

 

 

https://www.walterhav.com/professional/christine-t-cossler/
http://www.walterhav.com/
https://www.walterhav.com/service/education/
mailto:ccossler@walterhav.com
https://www.walterhav.com/professional/sara-g-katz/
https://www.walterhav.com/service/education/
https://www.walterhav.com/service/education/
mailto:skatz@walterhav.com
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INFOhio IPartners Bring INFOhio’s Quality Resources to Ohio’s Schools 

 

As Ohio's PreK-12 Digital Library, INFOhio helps 

Ohio connect using quality digital resources 

and web tools available at no cost to all 

students, teachers, and parents. INFOhio relies 

on a robust network of people in all areas of 

Ohio to help bridge the learning gaps by 

supplementing curriculum with INFOhio’s 

quality resources. INFOhio is actively seeking 

new members for the INFOhio Integration Partners, or IPartners, program to boost 

reach, support efforts, and strengthen connections. 

IPartners are professionals who are employed by agencies that support education, 

including ITCs, ESCs, public libraries, State Support Teams, academic libraries, and 

EdTechs and PBS cohorts. There are currently 147 IPartners in Ohio who have 

completed a two-hour online training and earned a digital badge recognizing their 

achievement. They communicate and share information about INFOhio, while 

continuing to learn more about the resources and services INFOhio provides. In return, 

IPartners are connected to a larger network of professionals. Sharing, learning, and 

delivering are all components of the IPartner program.  

The IPartner program has flexible, personalized learning options for IPartners to support 

the use and integration of INFOhio’s digital content. In the 2020-2021 school year, 

IPartners kept up on what was new and important by: 

• Viewing shared correspondence such as newsletters, presentations, and social 
media posts 

• Taking INFOhio Learning Pathway classes 
• Participating in Learn With INFOhio webinars 
• Exploring Open Space 
• Reading Teach With INFOhio blog posts 
• Attending INFOhio sessions at virtual conferences 

 

https://www.infohio.org/
https://www.infohio.org/campus/ipartner
https://www.infohio.org/campus/learning-pathways
https://www.infohio.org/campus/webinars
https://openspace.infohio.org/
https://www.infohio.org/blog
https://www.infohio.org/campus/ipartner
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If you are employed by an ITC, ESC, public or academic library, EdTech or PBS cohort, or 

other agency that supports education, INFOhio wants you to join this network of 

individuals who help connect Ohio to INFOhio's high-quality digital content. 

Apply here to join the IPartner program. 

Are you employed by a school or school district? INFOhio's ICoach program is for you. 

You can learn more about ICoach here. For more information, contact INFOhio 

at support.infohio.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemHWxYRt065VGWzR-pg7z31vJs4bU4Sym1gAQeMv7E0ymh4A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.infohio.org/campus/icoach
https://support.infohio.org/
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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Webinar: The School Bus Driver Shortage - Working with District Leadership 
to Solve the Problem 

 

Date: September 23, 2021 --11:00 a.m. (EDT) 

Location: Online 

Fee: Free 

The school bus driver shortage is a major challenge for school districts across the nation. 
How do you attract the right people to the position? How can you offer enough hours 
to make it worth an employee’s time? Are your rates and benefits competitive? Do you 
offer paid training? Once you hire a bus driver, how do you retain them? 
 
Join OASBO, OAPT, BASA and OSBA for a webinar on Thursday, Sept. 23 at 11:00 am as 
we discuss hiring, rates, benefits, combining jobs, and retention. You will hear the results 
of a comprehensive survey conducted by OAPT of nearly 300 school districts from 
around the state, and then have the opportunity to join the dialogue to be part of short 
and longer-term solutions. 

Panelists  

• David Oglesby, Assistant Transportation Supervisor, Kettering City Schools & 

OAPT Second Vice President 

• Scott Inskeep, Superintendent, Kettering City Schools & BASA President 

• Doug Palmer, Transportation Consultant, OSBA 

• Aaron Butts, Treasurer/CFO, Medina County Career Center & OASBO 

Transportation Liaison 

Click here to register. 

 

 

https://learn.oasbo-ohio.org/products/the-school-bus-driver-shortage-working-with-district-leadership-to-solve-the-problem#tab-product_tab_overview
https://learn.oasbo-ohio.org/products/the-school-bus-driver-shortage-working-with-district-leadership-to-solve-the-problem#tab-product_tab_overview
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Pearson Virtual Schools Webinar 

 

Join Pearson Virtual Schools for an informative webinar on Tuesday, September 28, 

2021 at 3pm EST: "Virtual School 101: A Q&A with Dr. Mary Jo Holmes (Robertson 

County, TN)"  

Whether you’re just launching a virtual program, have been doing this for a few years, 

or still considering, we invite you to hear from Dr. Holmes about the successes and 

challenges in leading a district virtual school. Under her leadership, Robertson County 

Virtual School has been named the #1 rural virtual school in Tennessee, and #34 for 

best rural-focused virtual K-12 school in America. 

Register now to reserve your spot! https://pearson.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrd-

qupjIiGd3oDKhGKO-Ho6uVaGHuLLXH 

Reach out to Sarah Marr (sarah.marr1@pearson.com) for specific details and partnership 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.viasatsavings.com/news/blog/best-virtual-rural-schools/
https://www.viasatsavings.com/news/blog/best-virtual-rural-schools/
https://www.viasatsavings.com/news/blog/best-virtual-rural-schools/
https://pearson.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrd-qupjIiGd3oDKhGKO-Ho6uVaGHuLLXH
https://pearson.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUrd-qupjIiGd3oDKhGKO-Ho6uVaGHuLLXH
mailto:sarah.marr1@pearson.com
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Bricker & Eckler 
19th Annual Top Gun Premier Midwest Construction Claims Webinar Series 

September 29 – November 15 
 

Bricker & Eckler's construction attorneys are proud to present "Top Gun," our premier 
Midwest construction claims webinar series. This free event will cover: 

• Important construction concepts, including key contract language, best practices 
for project documentation, the risks of unforseen site conditions, delays and lost 
productivity claims, and the design professional's standard of care 
 

• Strategies to address damage and claims 
 

• Tools to analyze, prepare for and defend against claims for additional 
compensation 
 

• Options to manage and resolve construction claims efficiently 

View PDF for webinar schedule, topics and speakers. 

This webinar series has been submitted to the Supreme Court of Ohio Commission on 
Continuing Legal Education for 7.25 total CLE hours instruction. Approval is pending. 
Additionally, Ohio Engineering CPD credit will be available upon request for each 
webinar.  

Click here to register 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/moody/Desktop/2021%20Top%20Gun%20Brochure.pdf
https://connect.bricker.com/335/2037/landing-pages/rsvp-blank---subscription.asp
https://connect.bricker.com/335/2037/landing-pages/rsvp-blank---subscription.asp
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Consortium for School Networking 

National Cybersecurity Awareness Month Resources 

 

The Consortium for School Networking (CoSN) and its Ohio state chapter organization, 

Learn21, are pleased to continue to support the work of current and aspiring 

superintendents and district leadership teams in leading all aspects of digital learning 

transformations.  

 

The month of October is designated as National Cybersecurity Awareness Month. In 

keeping with the focus on cybersecurity, CoSN is pleased to offer multiple pathways for 

school leaders to learn how to identify, manage and prevent cybersecurity attacks 

within school and school district settings. 

The EmpowerED Superintendent edWebinar Series:  

Cybersecurity: School Leadership Strategies for Preventing and Responding to 

Cyberattacks 

 

The second episode of Season 4 of the EmpowerED Superintendent Webinar series airs 

on Monday, October 11, 2021, in conjunction with National Cybersecurity Awareness 

Month. The title of the October 11, 2021, webinar which airs at 5:00 pm ET is 

Cybersecurity: School Leadership Strategies for Preventing and Responding to 

Cyberattacks. In this EmpowerED Superintendent edWebinar, Superintendents Matt 

Miller, Lakota Local Schools, OH, Dr. Michelle Reid, Northshore School District, WA and 

Dr. Hank Thiele, Community High School District 99, IL, share their knowledge and 

experiences in leading cybersecurity awareness in their school systems. They will 

examine the liability concerns that arise when schools experience network security 

incidents and the impact those events can have on a district’s professional reputation as 

well as the effects cyber-attacks have on teaching and learning and district operations. 

Strategies for preventing cyberattacks and recommendations for responding effectively 

when they do occur will be reviewed. Additional cybersecurity resources will be 

provided.  

There is no cost for webinar participants to register. Participants are invited to share 

their thoughts in the chat and through poll surveys and question and answer 

submissions during the live webinar broadcasts. They can also earn continuing 

education credits through the edWeb community. Free registration for the October 11, 

http://www.cosn.org/
https://www.learn21.org/ohio-cosn.html
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2021 webinar is now available at https://home.edweb.net/webinar/supers20211011/.  

If you miss the edWebinar broadcast on October 11, 2021, you can access the recording 

of the webinar a few days after the live broadcast. The complete list of free recordings of 

all previously broadcast EmpowerED Superintendent webinars is available at 

https://home.edweb.net/supers/.  In addition to the free access to live and recorded 

webinars, the EmpowerED Superintendent recorded webinars are also accessible via 

podcast. Learn more at https://home.edweb.net/podcasts/.  

CoSN Resources:  

Critical Focus Areas: Issue One-Pager on Cybersecurity 

The CoSN EmpowerED Superintendents web page presents a series of “ one-pagers” to 

guide and empower superintendents and their leadership teams in leading digital 

transformations. CoSN’s one-page document on The Importance of Cybersecurity 

defines the top five reasons why school system leaders must make cybersecurity a 

priority. It is available to view and download at: https://tinyurl.com/cybersecurity-CoSN. 

 

Additional CoSN Resources on Cybersecurity 

School leaders and policymakers need to protect their networks and information 

security, analyze their current status, and validate what they are doing well. CoSN 

provides tools and resources that provide insight into how risk can be further reduced 

which can be found at https://cosn.org/cybersecurity. 

CoSN Membership: 

If your school or district would like more information about joining CoSN or getting 

more involved with CoSN, please contact Brian Calvary, CAE, CoSN Director of 

Membership and Chapters, at bcalvary@cosn.org 

 

 

https://home.edweb.net/webinar/supers20211011/
https://home.edweb.net/supers/
https://home.edweb.net/podcasts/
https://www.cosn.org/superintendents
https://tinyurl.com/cybersecurity-CoSN
https://cosn.org/cybersecurity
mailto:bcalvary@cosn.org

