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BASA UPDATES
BASA Two-Week Calendar at a Glance
Week of October 11
•

October 14 – Report Card Committee

Week of October 18
•

October 18 – ESC Committee

•

October 19 – Women’s Committee

•

October 21 – Legislative Committee

•

October 22 – Legal Issues for Superintendents, Bricker & Eckler
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Clarification on Requirements of H.B. 436 Requirements
Dyslexia Screening, Professional Development, and Certification
At a break-out session during BASA’s fall conference, it was erroneously stated that screening
to identify students with dyslexia or displaying dyslexic characteristics and tendencies would
begin in January of 2022.
H.B. 436 does not take effect until the 2022-2023 school year. In the initial year of
implementation, all students in K through 3 will be screened along with any students in grades
4 through 6 upon the request of a parent or a student’s teacher with the permission of the
parents. After the initial year of implementation, only kindergarten students will be screened
along with any students in grades 1 through 6 who are recommended for screening.
This means that screening for students would not begin any sooner than the start of the 20222023 school year. And specifically, for 2022-23 kindergarten students, the legislation
determines that screening would take place between January 1 of 2023 and January 1 of
2024. The screening window for incoming kindergartners will always remain January of their
kindergarten year through January of their first grade year, giving districts flexibility to
determine when to best screen their kindergarten students.
In addition, note that there are two levels of training required in the bill:
1. Six to eighteen hours of professional development (hour requirements to be
determined by the Ohio Dyslexia Committee). The approved courses for professional
development must be approved by ODE in collaboration with the Ohio Dyslexia
Committee. Each approved course must align with the dyslexia guidebook, be evidencebased, and require instruction and training for identifying characteristics of dyslexia and
understanding the pedagogy for instructing students with dyslexia. The professional
development is phased in as follows:
a. 2023-24: K-1 teachers and special education teachers
b. 2024-25: 2-3 teachers and special education teachers
c. 2025-26: 4-12 special education teachers
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2. Full certification in a multi-sensory structured literacy program for a certain number of
teachers in each building. Certification requires extended training (often up to one year
of training) and typically includes a practicum working with a student or students with
dyslexia. The recommended ratio of certified teachers to students is yet to be
established by the Ohio Dyslexia Committee. However, the Committee has determined
those certification programs that will be recognized. Those programs can be found here:
http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Sept-20-2021/Ohio-DyslexiaCommittee-defines-appropriate-certif#.YUjiLCVvyOY.twitter
If your district is pursuing a certification program which is not currently on the list or if
you have concerns about the list, please reach out to Kevin Miller at miller@basaohio.org.
For a summary of H.B. 436 and the requirements for screening and serving students
with dyslexia or issues of phonemic awareness which begin in 2022-23, click here.
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Ohio School Breakfast Challenge
This school year, OSBC will be sponsoring the Breakfast and Beyond recognition and
providing continuing education opportunities to schools in Ohio. Click here for more
information about the OSBC recognition program.

2021 OLAC Outstanding District Award: Nominations Due October 15
The OLAC Outstanding District Award is presented annually to a district in Ohio that
demonstrates effective leadership practices. These practices, inherent in the Ohio
Improvement Process (OIP), include shared leadership, the use of a collaborative-inquiry
process that uses data in decision making, and a focus on success for all learners within
the school system. If you know an Ohio school district doing great work with OLAC and
OIP tools, consider nominating them for the 2021 OLAC Outstanding District Award.
Nominations are due October 15. Learn more and nominate.
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Virtual Presentation:
(Free of Charge)
“Stories from a Year Lost: Picking up the Pieces from the COVID-19
Pandemic for Ohio’s Children in Crisis
Presented by: American Academy of Pediatrics
We know you have been swimming upstream with the pandemic along with child and
adolescent mental health for the past 18 months. As a teacher, administrator, parent or
friend—we all play a critical role in helping each other, particularly when we are in crisis.
The Ohio Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (Ohio AAP) has updated
the keynote presentation “Stories from a Year Lost: Picking up the Pieces from the
COVID-19 Pandemic for Ohio’s Children in Crisis,” for its 2021 Virtual Annual Meeting
fundraiser luncheon on Oct. 29 from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Ohio AAP has assembled a
multi-disciplinary panel of medical and lived experience experts, including teens, to
discuss de-escalation techniques and how to be prepared to help children and families
during a challenging mental health crisis. Participants will leave with proven, quick and
easy tools and techniques to use with children and adolescents in a crisis.
Click HERE for more information and to register free of charge.
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BASA is pleased to partner with OSBA and OASBO to sponsor The Hearts and Souls
Project for the 2021-22 school year aimed at connecting our member schools and their
legislators.
The first step in advocacy is establishing a relationship with your state legislators. One of
the best ways to do this is by creating a connection between your legislators and your
school district by inviting your State Senator and House of Representatives member(s)
into your schools. Many of our members have hosted their legislators in the past, but
during the 2021-22 school year, we are asking our members to invite their legislators to
their schools through The Hearts and Souls Project.
It's easy to make a judgement on a school district simply by looking at the district’s state
report card. But it’s important to show our legislators that:
“Behind the test scores are the hearts and souls of children.”
By bringing your legislators into your schools, you are showing them the hearts and
souls of the children you have the pleasure of serving every day.
Our goal is that 100% of our member districts will host their House and Senate members
in their school district during the 2021-2022 school year.
To support you, we have developed a Hearts and Souls tool kit which can be found
here.
Thank you for building positive relationships with your legislators by taking part in The
Hearts and Souls Project this school year.
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PARTNER UPDATES
Spark Student Curiosity with New Content in INFOhio’s IWonder
IWonder, a tool powered by INFOhio, includes
age-appropriate, curated collections of websites
to help students in grades 4-9 with homework
and research. IWonder's collection of websites
are chosen by Ohio school librarians and
provide a jumping off place for student inquiry
and curiosity.
Fresh, new content has been added to
IWonder to support self-directed learning and
inquiry in the following categories:
•
•
•
•
•

Do you want to learn a new language?
Do you want to learn more about the world around you?
Do you know what you want to be when you grow up?
Do you want help with a project?
Do you want to find the perfect book?

Students will find videos and STEM activities from COSI and Cleveland Museum of
Natural History. Additional websites also include learning how to cite sources, finding a
perfect book, and learning a new language.
INFOhio is always happy to help! Please contact INFOhio at support.infohio.org with
questions.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Bricker & Eckler
19th Annual Top Gun Premier Midwest Construction Claims Webinar Series
September 29 – November 15
Bricker & Eckler's construction attorneys are proud to present "Top Gun," our premier
Midwest construction claims webinar series. This free event will cover:
•

Important construction concepts, including key contract language, best practices
for project documentation, the risks of unforseen site conditions, delays and lost
productivity claims, and the design professional's standard of care

•

Strategies to address damage and claims

•

Tools to analyze, prepare for and defend against claims for additional
compensation

•

Options to manage and resolve construction claims efficiently

View PDF for webinar schedule, topics and speakers.
This webinar series has been submitted to the Supreme Court of Ohio Commission on
Continuing Legal Education for 7.25 total CLE hours instruction. Approval is pending.
Additionally, Ohio Engineering CPD credit will be available upon request for each
webinar.

Click here to register
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Consortium for School Networking
National Cybersecurity Awareness Month Resources
The Consortium for School Networking (CoSN) and its Ohio state chapter organization,
Learn21, are pleased to continue to support the work of current and aspiring
superintendents and district leadership teams in leading all aspects of digital learning
transformations.
The month of October is designated as National Cybersecurity Awareness Month. In
keeping with the focus on cybersecurity, CoSN is pleased to offer multiple pathways for
school leaders to learn how to identify, manage and prevent cybersecurity attacks
within school and school district settings.
The EmpowerED Superintendent edWebinar Series:

Cybersecurity: School Leadership Strategies for Preventing and Responding to
Cyberattacks
The second episode of Season 4 of the EmpowerED Superintendent Webinar series airs
on Monday, October 11, 2021, in conjunction with National Cybersecurity Awareness
Month. The title of the October 11, 2021, webinar which airs at 5:00 pm ET is

Cybersecurity: School Leadership Strategies for Preventing and Responding to
Cyberattacks. In this EmpowerED Superintendent edWebinar, Superintendents Matt
Miller, Lakota Local Schools, OH, Dr. Michelle Reid, Northshore School District, WA and
Dr. Hank Thiele, Community High School District 99, IL, share their knowledge and
experiences in leading cybersecurity awareness in their school systems. They will
examine the liability concerns that arise when schools experience network security
incidents and the impact those events can have on a district’s professional reputation as
well as the effects cyber-attacks have on teaching and learning and district operations.
Strategies for preventing cyberattacks and recommendations for responding effectively
when they do occur will be reviewed. Additional cybersecurity resources will be
provided.
There is no cost for webinar participants to register. Participants are invited to share
their thoughts in the chat and through poll surveys and question and answer
submissions during the live webinar broadcasts. They can also earn continuing
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education credits through the edWeb community. Free registration for the October 11,
2021 webinar is now available at https://home.edweb.net/webinar/supers20211011/.
If you miss the edWebinar broadcast on October 11, 2021, you can access the recording
of the webinar a few days after the live broadcast. The complete list of free recordings of
all previously broadcast EmpowerED Superintendent webinars is available at
https://home.edweb.net/supers/. In addition to the free access to live and recorded
webinars, the EmpowerED Superintendent recorded webinars are also accessible via
podcast. Learn more at https://home.edweb.net/podcasts/.
CoSN Resources:
Critical Focus Areas: Issue One-Pager on Cybersecurity
The CoSN EmpowerED Superintendents web page presents a series of “ one-pagers” to
guide and empower superintendents and their leadership teams in leading digital
transformations. CoSN’s one-page document on The Importance of Cybersecurity
defines the top five reasons why school system leaders must make cybersecurity a
priority. It is available to view and download at: https://tinyurl.com/cybersecurity-CoSN.
Additional CoSN Resources on Cybersecurity
School leaders and policymakers need to protect their networks and information
security, analyze their current status, and validate what they are doing well. CoSN
provides tools and resources that provide insight into how risk can be further reduced
which can be found at https://cosn.org/cybersecurity.
CoSN Membership:
If your school or district would like more information about joining CoSN or getting
more involved with CoSN, please contact Brian Calvary, CAE, CoSN Director of
Membership and Chapters, at bcalvary@cosn.org
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Differentiated instruction and authentic performance tasks help students learn
with a deeper understanding and can lead to greater learning outcomes. While
the benefits are clear, how to implement this in the classroom and in virtual
learning settings can present challenges for educators.
In this complimentary webinar on October 14th, Jay McTighe and Carol Ann
Tomlinson will explain how the Understanding by Design curriculum framework
and Differentiated Instruction supports the use of authentic performance tasks and
PBL. You’ll also explore:
•

Definitions of differentiation and authentic learning, along with common
misconceptions

•

Tips for uncovering new opportunities to differentiate through PBL

•

Assessment practices that make learning more meaningful and more
purposeful

•

Strategies for engaging students in meaningful learning, whether you’re
teaching students in-person, remotely, or in a blended/hybrid environment

Can't attend on October 14th? Register now and we'll email you a
recording of the webinar. See speaker bios on page 23.
REGISTER NOW
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Carol Ann Tomlinson

Jay McTighe

Carol Ann Tomlinson is an educator,

Jay McTighe is an accomplished

author, and speaker. She is known

author, having co-authored 17

for her work with differentiated

books, including the award-winning

instruction and has written more

and best-selling Understanding by

than 300 books, chapters, and

Design series with Grant Wiggins.

articles for educators.
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