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BASA UPDATES
BASA Two-Week Calendar at a Glance
Week of November 29
•

December 2 – New Superintendent Transition
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2022 Ohio Superintendent of the Year
Daniel Leffingwell, Noble Local Schools
Sarahsville, Ohio

The Buckeye Association of School Administrators (BASA) is honored to announce the
recipient of the 2022 Ohio Superintendent of the Year Award, Daniel Leffingwell,
Superintendent of Noble Local Schools.
Throughout his 8-year career in the rural district, Dan has worked to increase
opportunities for students, advancing STEM activities to prepare them for future careers
and help meet the regional workforce needs of the Appalachian community. As a result
of these efforts, Noble Local Schools has earned the Ohio Department of Education’s
STEM designation and is the only district in the region to obtain this recognition.
Dan has spent nearly 33 years in education, dedicated to serving students as a teacher,
coach, principal and superintendent. He is an actively involved member of organizations
including Coalition of Rural and Appalachian Schools (CORAS) the JASON Learning
STEM consortium. We are very excited and honored to recognize his exemplary
leadership and impacts on our school communities with this award.
The Ohio Superintendent of the Year Award places Dan in contention for the AASA
national Superintendent of the Year Award, presented at the annual National
Conference on Education. We hope you will join us in celebrating Dan’s achievements
and continued dedication to student success!
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OEPI Members, Remember to RSVP for December 1 Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Ohio Education Policy Institute (OEPI) will be held virtually via Zoom
on Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021. The meeting will begin at 1:30 PM and will adjourn at 3:00 PM.
As part of the meeting, Dr. Howard Fleeter will be providing an overview of the important
research work carried out by OEPI this past year. A quorum is needed to carry out the business
of the organization, including the appointing of Trustees.
Members can RSVP by contacting Nicole Piscitani at OSBA by telephone (614) 540-4000 or by
e-mail at npiscitani@ohioschoolboards.org. If you are not able to attend, please submit the
proxy card included in your invitation materials.

Levy FAQ Survey Due December 1
Our organizations are working with Auditor of State personnel as they develop guidance for
district leaders regarding their role in school levies. Please work with your treasurer to fill out the
following survey, which asks you to provide questions that you have about the “do’s and don’ts”
regarding your involvement in levies. Surveys are due Wednesday, December 1.
You can find the survey at the following link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/survey111721
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News from ODE
Third Grade Reading Guarantee promotion score for 2021-2022
The Third Grade Reading Guarantee’s promotion criteria is back in effect for the 20212022 school year. The State Board of Education has voted to set the promotion score of
the grade 3 Ohio’s State Test in English Language Arts at 683 for the 2021-2022 school
year. Any student who scores 683 or higher on the English language arts scaled score
will be eligible for promotion at the end of the year. 683 was adopted by the State Board
of Education as the promotion score before pandemic related legislation paused the
Third Grade Reading Guarantee’s promotion requirement for the 2019-2020 and 20202021 school years. This score was not used in the past and will serve as the 2021-2022
promotion score.
Additionally, the Department has set the reading subscore alternative promotion score
for the grade 3 English language arts test at 46 for the 2021-2022 school year. Any
student who scores 46 or higher on the reading subscore will be eligible for promotion at
the end of the year, even if the student scores below 683 on the English language arts
test. Third grade students may also be promoted to fourth grade through an
approved alternative reading assessment. For questions, please
contact ThirdGradeGuarantee@education.ohio.gov.
NOTE FROM BASA: Senate Bill (SB) 229 includes a provision that exempts public and
chartered nonpublic schools from retaining a student under the Third-Grade Reading
Guarantee based solely on the student’s academic performance in reading for the 20212022 school year unless the student’s principal and reading teacher determine the
student is not reading at grade level and is not prepared for fourth grade. SB 229 was
passed out of the House last week and will return to the Senate for a concurrence vote
since the bill was amended in the House. We will keep our members apprised on the
status of SB 229.
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Update on Ohio Dyslexia Committee Work
The Ohio Dyslexia Committee is responsible for developing many of the implementation
guidelines for Ohio’s dyslexia support law. The committee began meeting in May and is
developing the Ohio Dyslexia Guidebook.
The Department and the committee have not yet approved any professional
development programs or dyslexia screeners to fulfill the dyslexia support law’s
requirements. At this time, no dyslexia assessment tools or specific professional
development courses have been presented to the committee for consideration. When
the Department finalizes the approved lists of professional development programs and
dyslexia screeners, the Department immediately will notify district leaders and the Ohio
education community. The Department also will post the approved lists on the Ohio
dyslexia supports webpage.
For more information and updates about Ohio’s dyslexia support laws, please see
the Ohio Dyslexia Committee's webpage.
Contact dyslexia@education.ohio.gov with questions or refer to the dyslexia support
law's Frequently Asked Questions page.

2021 OLAC/PBIS Showcase
December 9, 2021
OLAC and the Ohio PBIS Network will continue its partnership to host a joint event
again this year. This one-day, virtual conference will combine the best of the OLAC
Action Forum and the Ohio PBIS Showcase. This year's theme will focus on Responsive,
Reimagined, and Resilient Leadership. Dr. Douglas Reeves and Anthony Coy-Gonzalez
will keynote. Learn more and register here: https://ohioleadership.org/news-andevents/2021-action-forum
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BASA is pleased to partner with OSBA and OASBO to sponsor The Hearts and Souls
Project for the 2021-22 school year aimed at connecting our member schools and their
legislators.
The first step in advocacy is establishing a relationship with your state legislators. One of
the best ways to do this is by creating a connection between your legislators and your
school district by inviting your State Senator and House of Representatives member(s)
into your schools. Many of our members have hosted their legislators in the past, but
during the 2021-22 school year, we are asking our members to invite their legislators to
their schools through The Hearts and Souls Project.
It's easy to make a judgement on a school district simply by looking at the district’s state
report card. But it’s important to show our legislators that:
“Behind the test scores are the hearts and souls of children.”
By bringing your legislators into your schools, you are showing them the hearts and
souls of the children you have the pleasure of serving every day.
Our goal is that 100% of our member districts will host their House and Senate members
in their school district during the 2021-2022 school year.
To support you, we have developed a Hearts and Souls tool kit which can be found
here.
Thank you for building positive relationships with your legislators by taking part in The
Hearts and Souls Project this school year.
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OASBO/OSBA/BASA Winter Finance Workshop 2021-2022
Date: December 10, 2021
Location: Online
Fee: $120
An annual update of timely topics from the Ohio Department of Education, the Ohio
Auditor of State, Ohio Education Policy Institute, School Funding Workgroup & Fair
School Funding Plan, and the education associations.

Click here to register.
AGENDA
8:30 a.m.
Ohio Education Policy Institute

Dr. Howard Fleeter
9:30 a.m.
Break
9:45 a.m.
AOS Update

Robert Hinkle, Chief Deputy Auditor and Marnie Fredrickson, Assistant Chief Deputy
Auditor, Ohio Auditor of State Office
10:15 a.m.
Break
10:30 a.m.
Fair School Funding Plan 2.0

Tom Hosler, Superintendent, Perrysburg Exempted Village School District
Ryan Pendleton, CFO/Treasurer, Akron Public Schools
Mike Sobul, Forecast5 Analytics
11:00 a.m.
Break
11:15 a.m.
Economic Development Tools

Rob McCarthy, Bricker & Eckler
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12:00 p.m.
Lunch Break
1:00 p.m.
ODE Update and Q&A

Aaron Rausch, Ohio Department of Education
2:00 p.m.
Break
2:15 p.m.
Lobbyists Legislative Update

Katie Johnson, OASBO
Will Schwartz, and Nicole Piscitani, OSBA
3:00 p.m.
Adjourn
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PARTNER UPDATES
Inquiry and INFOhio: Evaluating Information
Learning how to effectively evaluate information is not only an inquiry skill—it is a life skill.
Whether evaluating an apartment lease contract, selecting the best post-secondary program
and school, or deciding which candidate to vote for in an election, students today will need to
evaluate messages, media, print, and visual text throughout their adult lives to
make informed decisions.
Successfully evaluating information is a vital part in the inquiry framework. A person who is
information literate can evaluate information and participate in self-directed learning. These
inquiry skills transcend all content areas and grade levels. The quantity of information freely
available is overwhelming, and students must learn these key skills:
•
•
•
•

Assess the value of the information found to accomplish the specific purpose.
Evaluate the information and its source for credibility and accuracy.
Recognize the point of view of the author.
Use information ethically.

Learn more about how to incorporate evaluation skills into instruction with INFOhio’s blog post,
Inquiry and INFOhio: Evaluating Information. INFOhio is here to help! If you have questions,
contact INFOhio at support.infohio.org.
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Ohio Department of Education Cyber Security Resource
Webpage Launched
[COLUMBUS, OH, November 2021—] The Ohio Department of Education’s Cyber Security
Steering Committee is pleased to announce the launch of the Ohio Department of Education
Cyber Security Resources webpage dedicated to supporting school districts and all members of
the Ohio Education Computer Network (OECN) with cyber security resources. The site was
developed through a collaborative effort by the Ohio Department of Education’s Cyber Security
Steering Committee: the Center for Internet Security, the Department of Homeland Security,
Filament Essential Services, Information Technology Centers, the Management Council of the
OECN, MS-ISAC, OARnet, Ohio CoSN, Ohio Department of Education, Ohio National Guard, and
Ohio school districts. It was designed to improve the information security posture of all school
districts in Ohio by providing information and resources to develop security programs
addressing five major components: identify, protect, detect, respond, and recover.
The website also provides information from the Center for Internet Security, which includes realtime news, advisories, and security tips to help understand and mitigate current threats. The
Resource Library page explains the top-ten processes that will help to get your security program
started, as well as numerous downloadable resources to support your efforts. Additional
Resource Links to experts in the cyber security industry are provided to augment your cyber
security program.
“Now, more than ever, cyber security is a fundamental priority for Ohio’s school districts and the
Information Technology Centers that protect and serve their technology needs,” noted Geoff
Andrews, Chief Executive Officer of the Management Council. “We are pleased to be a part of
the collaborative effort to bring cyber security resources to the forefront.”
Information and resources to protect your technology infrastructure are critical, and the Ohio
Department of Education Cyber Security Resource webpage is a good place to start. Please
reach out to your Information Technology Center (ITC) if you have questions about cyber
security or how your ITC is positioned to keep your district cyber safe.
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Become a Purple Star School! Applications Are Now Being Accepted

There are more than 370 Purple Star Schools in Ohio – a statewide coalition for military
families & K-12 students, and the local educators whom support these frontline, hero
families. In less than 5 years, more than 30 States have joined in replicating Ohio’s
model framework of Purple Star – a nationwide network now exists to exchange best
practices and new ideas with local educators.
The Purple Star Award recognizes schools that display a major and purposeful
commitment to K-12 students & families connected to our nation’s military here in the
Buckeye state. The Purple Star Schools Advisory Board, formed by the Ohio
departments of Education, Higher Education, Veterans Services, and the Adjutant
General (Ohio’s Army and Air National Guard) in 2016-2017, helps decide a school’s
eligibility for the award.
To apply, please click here.
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Ohio-Network-for-Military-Familiesand-Veterans/Supporting-Ohio-s-Military-Families/Purple-Star-Award
Applications for this upcoming 10th Class of Purple Star Schools will be accepted from
November 1 to December 15, 2021. If you have questions about the application
process, or your school’s status as an Ohio Purple Star School, please email
PurpleStar@education.ohio.gov.
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COSI and Ohio ESC Association Kick-off Bold Back-to-School Partnership to
Provide Student Learning Across All Ohio School Districts
Ohio ESC Association and COSI will distribute thousands of COSI Learning Lunchbox
Kits to Each ESC District and Ohio’s 611 School Districts in Ohio to help bridge
education gap
Columbus, Ohio – The Center of Science and Industry (COSI), the top-ranked science
center in the country by USA Today’s 10Best, and the Ohio ESC Association have
teamed up to launch a partnership to distribute almost 20,000 COSI Learning Lunchbox
STEAM kits to each of Ohio’s 611 school districts through the 51 ESC networks to fuel
student engagement this school year.
Studies show that the COVID-19 pandemic has created learning loss and disparities in
learning. The Ohio Distance Learning Initiative is an innovative program led by COSI
and the state of Ohio, as well as an unprecedented collaboration of meal providers,
libraries, museums, and cultural institutions across the state to deliver 50,000 free,
hands-on science kits called Learning Lunchbox kits to help bridge the gap. These
boxes, historically created to be distributed alongside meal programs, provide five
activities aligned with Ohio’s learning standards and promote science, technology,
engineering, arts, math (STEAM), culture, history, and more. The Learning Lunchboxes
are tailored to specific themes, such as Space, created in partnership with NASA. COSI is
also distributing a limited number of free kits to each of Ohio’s library districts to help
with afterschool learning.
This unprecedented statewide effort has already reached all corners of Ohio and
brought together over 400+ partners to help address the education needs in our state
(full progress report available HERE).
“The pandemic has shined a light on the pre-existing education gap for underserved
youth. We know that if we can fuel student engagement in the classroom and support
our learners, we can help bridge the education gap that’s been exacerbated by the
pandemic. We are so excited to partner with the Ohio ESC Association to deliver these
fun, and engaging kits to student and educators across our great state,” said Dr. Frederic
Bertley, President and CEO, COSI.
“Partnerships are key to helping to close the education gap in our state and the ESC’s of
Ohio are excited to partner with COSI to serve our students, administrators, and
educators. Ohio ESC’s are vital to the educational landscape to serve Ohio, and these
hands-on learning kits will serve thousands of kids and families,” said Craig Burford,
Executive Director, Ohio ESC Association.
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To date, COSI has distributed over 60,000 Learning Lunchbox kits to serve students,
families and underserved youth. Throughout the pandemic, COSI has been engaging
with the community through COSI Connects, COSI’s digital doorway to online learning;
the COSI Learning Lunchbox, kits filled with hands-on science activities; the new “COSI
on Wheels: Curbside Edition,” The Color of Science: Digital Edition and QED with Dr. B, a
WOSU-COSI prime time science television show.
COSI is now open Thursdays through Sundays, 10am – 5pm. To find out more about
these programs and its new upcoming exhibit, Marvel: Universe of Super Heroes, and to
reserve your tickets to visit COSI online, please visit cosi.org.
The Ohio Educational Service Center Association (OESCA) represents the
superintendents, teachers, supervisors and other personnel of Ohio's Educational
Service Centers and seeks to promote excellence in education through the quality
services provided by its member organizations.
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