Communications Toolkit:
Property Taxes & School
Funding

Understanding Property Taxes and
School Funding

We all agree that property tax reform is needed. Families deserve relief, and
communities deserve schools, safety, and services they can count on. That balance
is possible, but only if everyone shares in the responsibility — families, local
governments, businesses, and the state.

We recognize something needs to change, and we want to be part of the solution.
But reforms must be balanced.

The materials that follow will help districts communicate clearly and consistently
about:

e How state-level changes have increased reliance on local property taxes.

¢ What schools have already done, including consolidations, shared services,
and efficiency measures.

e How the burden has shifted, with homeowners and farmers now paying
nearly 70% of school property taxes, up from 47% in 1991, while businesses
carry a far smaller share than they once did.

e What actions communities can take, such as talking to your legislator(s),
informing your teachers and staff, engaging your community, and helping
ensure balanced reform.

<~ [Insert Local Data: Show both dollar costs (levy history, tax shifts) and human
costs (jobs and programs in your district).]



Ohio Schools for Balanced Property
Tax Reform

Purpose

To reinforce Ohio schools as allies of homeowners (and legislators) by clarifying
that schools are not the cause of high property taxes—they are part of the solution.
This effort builds trust by standing shoulder-to-shoulder with families in calling for
balanced, meaningful reform that eases the burden without weakening schools or
essential services.

Core Message

Ohio property taxes feel out of control, not because schools are overspending, but
because state leaders have shifted the burden away from businesses and slowed
school funding for decades. Families are now carrying a greater share of the load,
while schools are left to absorb rising costs with fewer resources. Ohio schools are
standing with families in demanding real reform that protects both education and
essential services.

Ohio schools will continue to commit to:

e Transparency: We will continue to be clear about where funding comes
from and how it's spent.

e Empathy: Property taxes feel high because they are high—homeowners and
farmers are paying more than ever.

e Partnership: We support reform that relieves families while ensuring strong
schools and safe communities.

Unlike those who blame schools for tax increases, Ohio schools are allies of
taxpayers. State-level tax policy shifts have left homeowners and farmers carrying
nearly 70% of the load — the highest in history.



The Myth of Exploding School Budgets

Despite what you may hear, school funding hasn't exploded. In fact, over the last
20 years, schools have been asked to take on significantly more, from advanced
technology to safety upgrades to expanded student support, but the funding to
pay for these initiatives has barely budged. When you adjust for inflation, state
revenue per student has only grown by a fraction of a percent each year. Schools
are being asked to do a lot more with essentially the same resources.

1. State revenues have not kept pace.

e From 2000 to 2022, overall state revenue actually decreased by 2.2%
after inflation.

e On a per student basis, state revenue grew just 6.6% over 22 years —
that's only about 0.3% a year.
=] In other words, state funding for each student has been essentially
flat for two decades.

2. School spending increases look big until you break them down.

e Overall, school spending rose 9.4% over 22 years — that's only 0.43% a
year after inflation.

e On a per-student basis, spending grew 19.4% over 22 years, or about
0.88% a year after inflation.
] Less than 1% growth per year is hardly the “massive increase” some
claim.

3. Expectations have skyrocketed while funding hasn't.

e Schools are asked to provide far more today than in 2000: new
technology, safety measures, mental health supports, career readiness
pathways, and more.

e Yet the dollars to support those responsibilities have stayed nearly flat.



Toolkit Components

1. Fact Sheet / One Pager

2. Letter to the Editor

3. Social Media Posts

a.

Option A—Facebook/LinkedIn
Property taxes feel out of control because they are. Ohio families now
pay the eighth-highest property taxes in the nation.

But schools aren’t to blame. Decades of state tax policy shifted the
burden from businesses and the state to homeowners.

] 1IN 1991, homeowners and farmers paid 47% of school property taxes.
Today, it's nearly 70%.
\_ Since 2000, state education revenue has declined after inflation.

] The Ohio Auditor of State reports that since 2000, state revenues for
education have declined after inflation, and per-pupil funding has
risen only 6% in 22 years.

#22 Schools have consolidated, shared services, and stretched every
dollar.

The balance is broken. Families deserve relief, and communities need
strong schools, safety, and services.

"4 Talk to your legislator. Share this with your neighbors. Real reform
must be balanced — and it must protect what matters most.

#OhioSchools #PropertyTaxReform

Option B - Twitter/X

Ohio Schools Want Tax Reform! But it must be BALANCED. Families
deserve relief and communities deserve strong schools & services.
Legislators can solve this broken system. #OhioSchools
#PropertyTaxFacts


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CN1b7RU67k57mDjuTNgiW3vlIqcHTv-N&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18zkfOdyLWyH4ZTiOA5EsD9yPWnrV_fGq&usp=drive_fs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1s_iB4D0eTh2XgIK1cwKPSgRXgVoNpC6w&usp=drive_fs

c. Option C - Instagram

Caption: Families deserve relief. Communities deserve strong schools

and services. Talk to your legislator. Share with your neighbors. Real
reform must be balanced.

#OhioSchools #Property TaxFacts

4. Newsletter Letter (E-News or Print)

5. Slide Deck Outline with Speaker Notes


https://drive.google.com/open?id=14p-pZunDt6BrNe4_GMXJZBbzJ_FaoKrL&usp=drive_fs
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1os7QfvUkFPewveR4yTIPAfzIScyxG5i5WcrRZpiPEXE?usp=drive_fs
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