Newsletter Letter (E-News or Print)

Subject Line:
Property Taxes: Reform Must Be Balanced and Shared

We know property taxes feel overwhelming right now — because they are. Seniors on fixed
incomes worry about staying in their homes. Families wonder how to make ends meet. We hear
you, and we feel it too.

But here’s the bigger picture: property taxes didn’t get here overnight. For decades, state tax
policy has shifted more of the responsibility away from businesses and the state, and onto
families.

In 1991, Ohio homeowners and farmers paid 47% of school property taxes.

Today, that share is nearly 70%.

According to an Auditor of State report, since 2000, state revenues for education have
actually declined after adjusting for inflation, and per-pupil funding has grown only 6% in
22 years.

Meanwhile, schools have been consolidating for years, sharing services, and carefully
stewarding resources to do more with less. In many communities, schools are also among the
largest local employers — so cuts don’t just weaken classrooms, they ripple through the local
economy.

[Insert Local Data: Include both dollar costs (levy history, revenue/tax impacts) and human costs
(jobs, programs, services at risk).]

We all agree reform is needed. Families deserve relief, but communities also need strong
schools, safe neighborhoods, and reliable local services. That balance is possible — but only if
the responsibility is shared fairly among families, businesses, local governments, and the state.

Here’s how you can help:

e Contact your legislators about the need for balanced reform.
e Share these facts with neighbors and friends.
e Ask: What would losing teachers, staff, or programs mean for our community?

Together, we can balance the system to ease the burden on families without sacrificing the
services and schools that make our communities strong.

Sincerely,
[Superintendent / Treasurer / Board]



